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Before Making Your Next Investment
As you may already know, when it comes to investing, how you allocate your 
money among different types of investments can influence your ultimate success.  
It may even be the reason you chose to invest in alternatives in the first place; 
they can act as powerful portfolio diversifiers, offering protection against the 
effects of volatility in the stock and bond markets. In fact, strategic use of 
alternative assets can improve the income stream of a well-diversified retiree’s 
fund by an estimated 11% to 17%.1

This lower correlation is also why many retirement investors now maintain an 
allocation to alternatives within their self-directed IRAs — including exposure to 
private equity, private debt, hedge funds, managed futures, precious metals, and 
full or fractional ownership in real estate. 

The Democratization of the Alts Market
Until recently, achieving sufficient diversification among alternative investments was a 
challenge for investors, especially within their IRAs, where rules restrict what may be 
held in custody. 

But with new fintech platforms and investment structures, access to the asset class has 
become available to all investors, as technology has created greater uniformity, price 
transparency, and accessibility across many alternative investment markets. 

For example, you have access to a variety of alternative investments eligible for 
inclusion in your IRAs through various investment platforms including those available 
through the Millennium Alternative Investment Network® (MAIN®). These platforms 
significantly reduce the burden of complicated paperwork, and often carry lower 
investment minimums and costs.

Experts in the Custody of Alternatives
Whether you have an alternative investment that will soon be maturing and are 
looking for a replacement; want to further diversify your current alternatives allocation; 
or seek to invest in more traditional assets while working to identify your next 
alternative opportunity, we have the expertise and resources to help you achieve your 
goals. Learn more by visiting: 
https://www.mtrustcompany.com/individuals/offerings/self-directed-ira.  

1Georgetown University Center for Retirement Initiatives (CRI) in partnership with Willis 
Towers Watson, “The Evolution of Target Date Funds: Using Alternatives to Improve 
Retirement Plan Outcomes”. Policy Report 18-01 (June 2018)
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Exciting News! 
In early April, we entered into a 
definitive agreement to acquire 
PayFlex Holdings, Inc. from CVS 
Health Corporation. Upon closing, 
we will be able to provide clients 
access to Health Savings Accounts 
(HSAs), Flexible Spending Accounts 
(FSAs), and financial wellness tools 
to help you plan, save, and pay for 
essential needs now, and through 
retirement.

 
Visit mtrustcompany.com to learn 
more.

https://www.mtrustcompany.com
https://www.mtrustcompany.com
https://www.mtrustcompany.com/individuals/offerings/self-directed-ira
https://www.mtrustcompany.com/
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Tips for Protecting Yourself from 
Identity Theft
Criminals keep coming up with new ways to attack and infiltrate personal data every day 
with millions of individuals and companies affected each year. The hackers look for ways 
to breach email, phish for your information through phony online and text links, and by 
viewing the public portion of your social media accounts.

Once they have some personal data, they can keep chipping away until they have 
enough to take out credit in your name, access financial accounts, and sell your personal 
information to others.

A Shared Responsibility
Your financial security is our priority. We strongly encourage you to proactively take steps 
to oversee your accounts and keep your data secure.

Here are some things you can do right away:

1. Understand and look for signs of identity theft, then report it. Signs include being 
aware of when statements or important documents you are expecting fail to arrive; 
applying for credit and being denied; or when your credit card or bank account shows 
purchases you didn’t make (possibly even small “test” amounts). Should any of these occur, 
contact the financial institution, credit card company, or retailer to understand what 
happened. Also consider adding text alerts and two-party authentication to your accounts. 
This will let you know when your credit card number is used online or by phone. 

2. Keep your contact information up to date with all financial institutions. If your contact 
info changes, it’s a standard practice to contact you at both the old and new address to 
confirm the change was actually made by you. Also, you need your financial institution to 
be able to contact you in case a security issue arises, or a transaction needs your 
approval.

3. Check your balances and investments regularly and often. Retirement and investment 
accounts often go unchecked for longer periods of time because you aren’t going to take 
the money out until later. Keep your eye on all your accounts, even those with infrequent 
transactions and contact customer service if you have any suspicions.

4. Check your credit score and watch for new accounts or inquiries. Fraudsters may try 
to obtain credit in your name. You are entitled to one free credit report annually (go to 
www.AnnualCreditReport.com). There are options to purchase continuous credit 
monitoring where you can receive alerts. You may also want to consider locking your 
account to new inquiries. To learn more, see https://usa.gov/credit-reports.

5. Never share your passwords, passphrases, security question answers, or use the 
same one for multiple accounts. Keep this information to yourself and in a safe place. 
Don’t make your security questions something that would be easily known about you from 
your social media accounts or a Google search. Also, create a unique password for each 
account so that if one becomes compromised, it doesn’t affect your other accounts.

To set up secure passphrases on your online accounts or review your recent account 
activity, visit our Additional Online Security page.

Millennium Trust Company performs the duties of a directed custodian, and as such does not provide due diligence to third parties on prospective investments, 
platforms, sponsors, or service providers and does not offer or sell investments or provide investment, legal, or tax advice. Millennium Trust Company® and Above 
and Beyond Custody® are registered trademarks in the United States. ©2022 Millennium Trust Company. All rights reserved.

For more information, visit us at mtrustcompany.com or call us at 800.618.6177

Are You Familiar With 
Your Alternatives?

Visit the Millennium Alternative 
Investment Network® (MAIN®) 
to explore all our available 
investment platforms. 

Take me there

https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://usa.gov/credit-reports
https://www.mtrustcompany.com/additional-online-security
http://www.mtrustcompany.com/
https://www.mtrustcompany.com/main
http://mtrustcompany.com/main

